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Interested in playing the historical E.M. Skinner Organ Opus 582?
Contact us to schedule an appointment:
330-747-5175 | info@StambaughAuditorium.com
1000 Fifth Avenue | Youngstown, Ohio | 44504
StambaughAuditorium.com

History of the E.M. Skinner Organ Opus 582
Founded in 1901 by Earnest M. Skinner (1866-1960), the Skinner Organ Company of Boston was the organ
builder of choice for the most prestigious churches, schools, and civic institutions in America.
The many amenities at Stambaugh included a magnificent pipe organ. In the 1920s no public auditorium
was considered truly complete without such an instrument, and Youngstown’s new facility was certainly no exception. The tradition of large municipal pipe organs dates back hundreds of years to the great halls of Europe, where
cities vied with each other to possess the largest and finest instrument in the surrounding area. These instruments
were the source of much municipal pride then as now. The presence of a large pipe organ at Stambaugh Auditorium helped “put Youngstown on the map” musically speaking.
Skinner Organ Company’s Opus 582 was built especially for Stambaugh Auditorium, and the organ chambers were expressly deigned for this instrument and for the type of mechanism used by this distinguished builder.
The Skinner firm’s pipe-shop notes indicate that the specification of the instrument was recorded on February 15th,
1926, which suggests that the organ was entirely the design of Ernest M. Skinner, the greatest builder of his time.
Skinner Organs were (and still are) known for their distinguished tonal resources, uniquely suited to accompanying a large orchestra, a great chorus or a singly human voice, and for rendering much of the literature written
for the pipe organ.
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